The 30-15-15 List

Words are made up of prefixes, roots and suffixes.  When you come across a word that you don’t know, breaking it down and studying these three word parts can help you to take a logical guess at the meaning.  

The following list contains the 30 most common prefixes, the 15 most common roots and the 15 most common suffixes.  Memorize these lists to become an expert at figuring out the meaning of words you don’t know!  While it might take you time to start with, you’ll save tons of time in the future and know plenty of new words too!
	Prefix
	Meaning
	Example

	A, ab, abs
	Away, from
	Absent, abstain

	Ad, a, ac, af, ag, an, ar, at, as
	To, toward
	Adhere, annex, accede, adapt

	Bi, bis
	Two
	Bicycle, biped, bisect

	Circum
	Around
	Circumference

	Com, con
	Together, with
	Combination, connect

	De
	Opposite, from, away
	Detract, defer, demerit

	Dis, dif, di
	Apart, not
	Disperse, different

	Epi
	Upon, on top of
	Epicenter

	Equi
	Equal
	Equality, equitable

	Ex, e
	Out, from, forth
	Eject, exhale, exit

	Hyper
	Over, above
	Hyperactive, hypersensitive

	Hypo
	Under, beneath
	Hypodermic

	In
	In, into, not
	Inject, endure, incorrect

	Inter
	Between, among
	Intercede

	Mal, male
	Bad, ill
	Malpractice, malevolent

	Mis
	Wrong
	Mistake, misunderstand

	Mono
	Alone, single, one
	Monotone, monopoly

	Non
	Not
	Nonsense

	Ob
	In front of, against
	Obvious

	Omni
	Everywhere, all
	Omnipresent

	Preter
	Past, beyond
	Preternatural

	Pro
	Forward
	Proceed, promote

	Re
	Again, back
	Recall, recede

	Retro
	Backward, behind, back
	Retroactive

	Se
	Apart
	Secede

	Sub
	Under
	Subway

	Super
	Greater, beyond
	Supernatural, superstition

	Trans
	Across, beyond
	Transcend, transcontinental

	Un, uni
	One
	Unilateral, unity

	Un (pronounced uhn)
	Not
	Unhappy, unethical


	Root
	Meaning 
	Example

	Bas
	Low
	Basement

	Cap, capt
	Take, seize
	Capture, capable

	Cred
	Believe
	Credible

	Dict
	Speak
	Predict, dictionary

	Duc, duct
	Lead
	Induce, conduct

	Fac, fact
	Make, do
	Artifact, facsimile

	Graph
	Write
	Autograph, graphic

	Log
	Word, study of
	Dialog, biology

	Mort
	Die, death
	Mortal, mortitician

	Scrib, script
	Write
	Transcribe, subscription

	Spec, spect
	See
	Specimen, aspect

	Tact
	Touch
	Contact, tactile

	Ten
	Hold
	Tenacious, retention

	Therm
	Heat
	Thermostat, thermometer

	Ver
	True
	Verify


	Suffix
	Meaning
	Example

	-able, -ible
	Able to
	Useable

	-en
	Become
	Enlighten 

	-er, -or
	One who does
	Competitor

	-fy
	To make
	Dignify

	-ity, ty
	Quality 
	Tenacity 

	-ism
	The practice of
	Catholicism

	-ist
	One who is occupied with
	Environmentalist

	-less
	Without, lacking
	Meaningless

	-logue, -log
	A particular kind of speaking or writing
	Prologue, dialog

	-ly, y
	Characterized by
	Sleazy 

	-ment
	Condition
	Argument 

	-ness
	The quality of
	Aggressiveness

	-ship
	The art or skill of
	Sportsmanship

	-tion, sion
	State of being
	

	-tude
	The state of
	Solitude
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